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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Disposition of Claims 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 19-38 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tseng (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,766,998). 

Referring to figures 1-8, Tseng teaches an integrated circuit including at least one 
transistor, the integrated circuit comprising: 

A pair of local interconnects (14/16) spaced from each other (see figure 4, col. 4, lines 

41-67); 

A gate (28) of the transistor disposed in the space between the local interconnects (14/16) 
and separated from each of the local interconnects by an insulating liner (24), wherein the space 
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is less than or equal to one minimum lithographic feature (see figure 8, col. 5, lines 14-18, col. 6, 
lines 22-37). 

Regarding to claim 22, the pair of local interconnects (14/16) are spaced form each other 
by minimum lithographic feature (28, see figure 8). 

Regarding to claim 23, the insulating liners (24) are each disposed on an interconnect 
wall (14/16) adjacent the gate (28) to separate each of the local interconnects (14/16) from the 
gate (18, see figure 8). 

Regarding to claim 24, a source (30 and drain (30) are disposed by at least partially 
beneath the insulating liners (24, see figure 8). 

Claims 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chen et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,943,564). 

Referring to figures 4a-4j, Chen et al. teaches an integrated circuit including at least one 
transistor, the integrated circuit comprising: 

A pair of local interconnects (polyl, 130) spaced from each other (see figure 4 b, col. 3, 
lines 15-67); 

A gate of the transistor (150) disposed in the space between the local interconnects (130) 
and separated from each of the local interconnects by an insulating liner (142), wherein the space 
is less than or equal to one minimum lithographic feature (see figures 4b-4h, col. 4, lines 51-67, 
col. 5, lines 10-32). 

Regarding to claim 22, the pair of local interconnects (130) are spaced form each other by 
minimum lithographic feature (col. 4, lines 5 1-67, figure 4b). 
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Regarding to claim 23, the insulating liners (24) are each disposed on an interconnect 
wall (142) adjacent the gate (150) to separate each of the local interconnects (130) from the gate 
(see figure 4H). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 19-20, 25-38 are allowed over the prior art because none of the prior art alone or 
in combination teaches a steps of a gate of the transistor disposed in the space between the local 
interconnects and separated from each of the local interconnects by an insulating liner, wherein 
the space is less than or equal to the minimum lithographic feature, whereby the width of the 
transistor is not greater than three of the minimum lithographic features. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-1695, or by 
Email via address Thanh.Nguyen@uspto.gov. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Thursday from 6:00AM to 3:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Whitehead, can be reached on (571) 272-1702. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956 (See 



MPEP 203.08). 
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